
             9thGrade English Honors- Frame and Explain 

 

Introduction*Quotation*Explanation 
Since quotations do not speak for themselves, you need to build a frame around them in which you 
do that speaking for them. You need to make a ‘quotation sandwich’. Introduce the quotation 
adequately by explaining who is speaking and setting up what the quotation says. Then follow up 
with explaining why you consider the quotation important and how it proves your point.  
 
1) FRAME Every Quote  

Use the following sentence starters to introduce the speaker and the quotation.  Make sure that you chose 
a starter that is appropriate for your writing situation. You need to use one of these sentence starts if you 
directly quoting AND if you are paraphrasing.   

 
X states, “_________”.  

According to X, “_____”.  

X himself writes, “_______”.  

In her book, _____, X maintains that “______”.  

In X’s view, “________”.  

X agrees when she writes, “______” .  

X disagrees when he writes, “_________”.  

X complicates matters when she writes, “___”.  
X acknowledges that _________. 
X argues that ___________. 
X believes that ___________. 

X claims that ___________. 
X complains that ___________. 
X concedes that __________. 
X demonstrates that __________. 
X emphasizes that ___________. 
X insists that __________. 
X observes that __________. 
X questions whether ___________. 
X reminds us that ___________. 
X reports that __________. 
X suggests that __________. 

 
2) EXPLAIN Every Quote 

After you included your quote, you need to tell why you are including it.  You can do one or more of the 
following: 

 Summarize what the author says 

 Restate the quote in your own words to clarify 

 Discuss why you included the quote 

 Elaborate on how the quote proves your topic sentence or thesis 

 Agree or Disagree with the quote and tell why 
 
Using one of the sentence starters below can help you to explain your quote.  Your explanation should be 
detailed and specific.  
 

 Basically, X is saying ___________. 

 In other words, X believes ___________. 

 In making this comment, X argues that __________. 

 X is insisting that ____________. 

 X’s point is that __________. 

 In other words, _______. 

 What ____ really means by this is _______. 

 X’s point is _________. 

 Essentially, X is arguing that ________. 

 X’s point is not that we should __________, but that we should ________. 

 What ________ really means is _________. 

 To put it another way, _________. 

 In short, ________. 

 Although some readers may object that ______, I would answer that ______. 

 The essence of X’s argument is that _________.  


